
 

Northern Women for Palestine: International Women’s Day 2018. 

“Women of Palestine: the ongoing Nakba.” 

2018 is the 70th anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba, the process of ethnic cleansing and 
colonisation that continues to this day, so the choice of theme for our events this year was 
obvious. Our aims were: 

• to attract as many people as possible, especially non-traditional audiences 
• to tell the story of the ongoing Nakba, dispelling myths and providing a political framing for 

understanding why the Palestinian cause is so important 
• to celebrate the resistance and resilience of Palestinian women, connecting their cause 

with that of women worldwide and, in particular with refugees and asylum seekers 
generally  

• to encourage political involvement by those who joined the events, promoting in particular 
the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement. 

Eight towns participated this year: Leeds, Saddleworth, Bradford, York, Manchester, Sheffield, 
Halifax and Huddersfield. 

We planned to use a range of media to convey the theme and political message. We developed a 
PowerPoint presentation which covered events from 1947 to today. Within this frame, we 
used some short videos:  

• an excerpt from Al Jazeera Remix, “Palestinians Leave or Die,” showed archive footage 
of 1948, commentary from eminent historians and a reference to Mouhiba Khorshid of the 
Daisy Flowers resistance group.  

• a collage of videos about Nora Sub Laban of East Jerusalem and her family, illustrated the 
Judaization of Jerusalem and the relentless expulsion of Palestinian Jerusalemites.  

•  “On the Way Home”, a filmed transgenerational narrative of the women in the family of 
Kholoud Al Ajarma, from Aida Camp, Bethlehem. Kholoud’s film featured Fatima, her 
grandmother; Ayesha, her mother; herself and the children of the family - four generations 
of refugees. Kholoud presented the film herself and spoke eloquently about Palestinian 
rights and the need for political solidarity.  

• Part way through the week’s events, her home in Aida camp, Bethlehem, was invaded by 
the Israeli army, ransacked, and money stolen, so we then included photos of the 
devastation of night raids, all too common in Palestine. 

Women’s verbatim testimony from the Nakba was read out within events as was poetry from 
Fadwa Tuqan, the poet of the Nakba. We also used poetry by Samah Sabawi and Nour el Borno 
in our publication.  

 



 
Our photographic exhibition displayed remarkable UNRWA archive images from the Nakba and 
Naksa. These images were accompanied by modern-day photos to bring the story up-to-date. We 
were also given permission by MAP to use an image of Gaza, illustrating the blackouts there. Rich 
Wiles agreed that we could display his striking image of the handing on of a key from one 
generation to the next, the key symbolising the Right of Return of the refugees. We really 
appreciated these generous permissions to use images and, indeed, the photographs added an 
invaluable dimension to the events, leaving a lasting imprint on everyone who viewed them. 

Hilly Fletcher, artist-activist, created a symbolic installation of a tent, “Safe Shelter”. We also 
displayed Hilly’s piece entitled “Sustenance” which shows keys baked into nine small loaves, 
suggesting that the concept of Return is as vital for Palestinian life as is bread itself. Keys were a 
recurrent motif in the event, as in Palestine. 

          



Kate Thomas, leader of Sheffield’s Body of Sound choir, gave us the gift of a song she composed 
in Palestine, capturing the experience of the refugees of the Nakba. The song could well have 
been the story of Fatima Al Ajarma, whom we saw in the film, and who is now over 95 years old 
and still longing for Return. The song, “Two Weeks” was played as a moving soundscape from the 
symbolic tent at the end of the events before Kholoud closed proceedings with final reflections and 
an appeal to us all to make a personal pledge to act for Palestine, especially though Boycott. 

Everyone who attended received a copy of “10 Things we can do for Palestine”, a trifold leaflet 
called “Women of Palestine; the ongoing Nakba” and a symbolic key with a fob saying: 
“Remembering the Nakba. 531 Palestinian villages ethnically cleansed 1947 – 1949”; the fob 
directed people to the website www.palestineremembered.com. 

 

       

Audiences were varied and the turn-out was high, in excess of 600. We are pleased with the very 
positive feedback received at all events. We believe that we presented our audiences with a rich 
variety of ways of seeing the Nakba, underlining the fact that ethnic cleansing and colonisation has 
never ended for the Palestinians.  We hope that the story will linger in people’s minds prompting 
greater involvement in political action for Palestine, especially through boycott actions. 
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www.facebook.com/northernwomenforpalestine



FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPATING TOWNS: 

 

Leeds March 3rd: Oxford Place Centre, Attendance 65+ 

This was the first event of the series of IWD events and was hosted by Leeds Palestinian Film 
Festival. The venue in the city centre enabled people to attend from across the city, including 
some students from the university and others new to Palestinian events as well as some long-
standing activists.  

The large room in the venue made it possible to display the photographic exhibition at the back of 
the space, have Hilly Fletcher’s installation "Safe Shelter" as a focal point in one corner of the 
room and stalls selling a variety of Fair Trade Palestinian goods on tables around the periphery 
together with an information table. There was a great deal of interest and positive feedback about 
all of the display material. 

For many people the highlight of the presentation was the section by Kholoud Al Ajarma, from 
Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem, who screened her new short film, "On the Way Home" and told 
the story of her family’s displacement in 1947 and subsequent life as refugees.  

Discussion and networking continued over tea and cake in the foyer until the venue had to close at 
5pm  

 

Saddleworth March 4th: Methodist Church Hall, Uppermill. Attendance 82 

Despite terrible weather, a large group attended this event, hosted by the Saddleworth Palestine 
Women’s Scholarship Fund. The audience comprised long-standing supporters and a good 
number of people new to the theme: feedback included comments such as “I didn’t realise what 
had happened and is still happening”. People also felt that the combination of elements (historical 
overview with film, poetry, readings, art installations, photographic exhibition, music/song and a 
chance to buy Palestinian products created a coherent and compelling “whole”.) 

Actor Maxine Peake attended and read two poems by Fadwa Tuqan with great passion: Debbie 
Abrahams (Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions) spoke of her commitment to the 
Scholarship Fund and a local Councillor attended.  

Very positive discussion of the event continued after the day in social media and once more the 
local press gave good coverage. 

 

Bradford: Tuesday March 6th: Delius Arts and Cultural Centre, Great Horton Road, BD7 
1AA, 5 – 9pm. 

Attendance 50+ Standing room only!  

All the  elements of the event were very well received by the wonderfully diverse audience. We 
started with a food offering, then moved to the presentation with different presenters taking us 
through the three sections: Nakba 1948, Naksa 1968 and present-day. The photographic 
exhibition and art installations, including a giant key, created by Deborah Mullins and inscribed 
with the names of the Palestinian villages ethnically cleansed, contributed to the collaborative 
atmosphere in which audience members were able to participate with comments and questions. 
Kholoud’s family story, told via film, was especially enjoyed and touched a nerve for those in the 
audience who were themselves refugees. 

Best feedback (from a seasoned activist): ‘The best Palestine event that I’ve ever been to’ 



York: March 6th, Friends Meeting House. Attendance 50+ 

The York event, as before, formed part the programme for York’s International Women’s Day 
Festival. In the past this has always brought in new audiences to hear about the Palestinian 
women’s struggle for justice, and this year was no exception.  The support of York Fairtade Form 
(it was also Fairtrade fortnight in York) in publicizing the event was also greatly appreciated as it 
contributed to attracting an appreciative audience of 50+, many of whom were new to the issues. 
Feedback from the audience showed appreciation of the varied format, while the personal 
contributions of the two young Palestinian women on the evening, and power of the artwork were 
particularly appreciated 

 

Manchester: March 8th: The People’s History Museum, Attendance 65 at the event, plus 
significant “through traffic” who saw the art installation in the foyer. 

The event formed part of the People’s History Museum’s series of events entitled “Wonder 
Women”, both commemorating the centenary of the achievement of women’s suffrage and 
celebrating radical thinkers and women activists. Hilly Fletcher’s art installation “Safe Shelter” was 
placed prominently in the foyer, attracting much interest from general visitors, enabling many to 
engage with ideas about the Palestinian Nakba for the first time. 

Within the event itself, staged in a separate room, a historical framework of the Nakba was 
supplemented by Palestinian women speakers from Gaza, Bethlehem and Yaffa, each offering a 
different perspective on their personal experience of the Nakba. 

Among the positive feedback, staff at the People’s History Museum said they were pleased to 
open a new conversation on Palestine and we hope for further involvement with this nationally 
important museum. 

 

Sheffield: March 9th: Central United Reform Church, Sheffield. Attendance 135, plus members 
of refugee Conversation Club and drop-in during the Open House event. 

We split our event into 3 component parts: participation as guests at the Refugee Conversation 
Club (1 – 4pm), Open House drop-in (4.30 – 6.30pm) and an event for women only (7-9pm). 

We were very pleased to be invited to the Conversation Club, where so many refugees, now living 
in Sheffield, share stories which resonate with those of the Palestinians. We put up the exhibition, 
chatted and explained our event, with much positive feedback. This was followed by an Open 
House drop in for anyone to view the art work, leaflets and photographic exhibition and to talk to 
Kholoud Al Ajarma and organisers; this was important because it included our male colleagues 
and friends. 

The final part of the day was hosted by the Sheffield Palestine Women’s Scholarship Fund and 
drew a very large crowd. Body of Sound, a much-admired Sheffield women’s choir opened the 
event with songs celebrating women’s achievements.  Kholoud and Sahar Awadallah of Sheffield, 
were guest speakers. The end of the event was made special by the singing of Kate Thomas’s 
song “Two Weeks” by Kate in person with her friends Helen and Rose, who together make up the 
Top Shelalas.    

 

 

 



Halifax : March 10th, Queen’s Road Neighbourhood Centre . Attendance 80–120? (inc. 
children) 

Well…. It was extremely difficult to monitor the attendance at the final event in Halifax as there 
were so many women and children coming and going throughout – suffice to say that it was 
extremely well-attended, both at the women only event in the afternoon and the ‘open house’ 
afterwards. 

The Halifax event felt quite different to all the others - due to the extremely diverse audience - 
mostly from the local community. We were privileged to welcome (and feed) many women 
refugees and their families from all over the middle east, who are now living in Halifax, most of 
whom knew absolutely nothing about the Nakba and the ongoing refugee situation in Palestine.  

There was much feedback at the end of the presentations and many questions, even from  
extremely young children. Kholoud responded speaking from the heart, with much eloquence and 
dignity - and was inundated with people wanting to know more about her story.  

After the presentation there was a lot of interest in the photographic exhibition we had put together 
showing previously unseen images of the Nakba and the Naksa from UNRWA, and then the more 
recent images of Palestine today. 

It was an extremely successful event in the sense of spreading the word to a great many people 
who knew nothing about Palestine previously.  

 


