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Celebrating  

10 years  
of the Sheffield Palestine 
Women’s Scholarship Fund 
 
 We started in 2007 with just 3 students  

 We hope and expect to have raised a total of more than £100,000 
by the end of our tenth year 
 

 More and more young, Gazan women, who could never have afforded to 
study at university, are gaining an education in their chosen field. 
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I’m so proud of what we’ve 
done together  
 

In July 2016 members of the Scholarship Fund 
organising group met up with Mona el Farra, our main 
partner from Gaza.  She told us her thoughts and 
feelings on the Scholarship Fund reaching its tenth year: 

 
‘We started with three students and I wouldn’t have imagined the 
time would come when we’d have supported so many.  I can see the 
change in these young women’s lives, in the contribution they make 
to their families and the community.   
 
It’s difficult to talk about development in a country that’s occupied, but this is development in 
action.  It’s investment in human resources despite the lack of other resources or the obstacles 
we face every day that make it very hard to achieve our national goals.  
 
Some students have started families and you can see in their smiles and their faces what gaining 
an education has meant to them.  Education is a good tool for change in life and some of the 
women have gained employment through their degrees.  Employment is difficult but I was very 
pleased to see one of our students working as a doctor in the Alwada Hospital during the attacks 
on Gaza.  The hospital was set up by a group of activists.   
 
Another of our graduates is working as a psychologist, making a real contribution.  She counsels 
traumatised children.  She came from a very impoverished family and would never have ended 
up doing this work without the Scholarship Fund.  So it improved both her life and other 
people’s.   
 
And when I see our graduates working like this I feel fulfilled and satisfied and it gives me the 

energy to continue despite all the difficulties of life in 
Gaza under the siege.   
 
Another graduate is a teacher of English – a permanent 
job.  She was very traumatised by war and had lost her 
mother and her father had mental health problems.  
She sends me cards.  Another of our students lost her 
arm in a shelling attack and the scholarship has allowed 
her to continue her education.  
 
For the students it’s more than getting the funding for 

their studies, they really feel the solidarity of the Fund’s supporters.  They know that it’s 
solidarity not charity.   
 
We couldn’t have done it without you, without your solidarity.  You have made real change in 
these young women’s lives. The students don’t know your names but they do know that 
increasing numbers of people are donating and working hard to make the world a better place.’  
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My education empowered me 
psychologically, socially and 
financially 
  

Khoulod Mansour Thabet was one of the Scholarship 
Fund’s first students.  Khoulod graduated from the Faculty 
of Electrical Engineering at the Islamic University in 2011 
and is now a qualified engineer.  She is currently studying 
for a Master’s degree in Business Administration. 
 
‘The Sheffield scholarship was a blessing from God,’ she told us, when we asked her how the 
Scholarship had impacted on her life.  ‘It showed me the bright side of life and taught me that 
the world in not that ugly – there are people who care and who try to help us as much as 
possible.’  
 
Very sadly Khoulod’s father died during her first year at university.  ‘I missed many lectures and 
study days during this period because I lost the only person who supported me financially, 
psychologically and in all other fields.  One of my main worries was how was I ever going to be 
able to pay the university fees to complete my degree.   
 
Kholoud is from a family of eight.  Her father had been a government employee and his salary 
had been the family’s only source of income.  ‘Thankfully the Sheffield scholarship gave me 
hope. Over its ten years it has given hope to many students and has supported them to be active 
members in their communities.  Once I was awarded a Sheffield scholarship, I could complete 
my degree in engineering.  And now, by working on engineering projects, I am able to pay for the 
costs of my Master’s degree.  This gives me a sense of independence and strength.  
 
‘Education always changes human life for the better.  I will always be grateful to the Sheffield 
group who helped me and who held my hand through all my years at university – until I reached 
the point when I could rely on myself.  
 

 
 

I’ve always believed women 
have an equal right to education 
 

Suzan Salman Abu Khadra is another of the Scholarship Fund’s 
first students. She embarked on her degree in 2007 at the 
Islamic University in Gaza, majoring in primary education. 
 
Before being awarded a scholarship, Suzan could not see how 
she was ever going to get to university let alone graduate.  

‘My father is a police officer but he couldn’t afford to pay tuition fees for me and my sister at the 
same time.  And there were so many other expenses on top of the fees.  So actually, I was about 
to give up my studies because of the family’s lack of financial resources.’ 
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When Suzan put in an application to the Sheffield Scholarship Fund, she knew that her 
application would be carefully considered and she was delighted when she heard that she would 
be receiving a scholarship. ‘My dream came true.  I knew then that I would get to university and I 
graduated in 2011 with a very good grade.  
 
‘I’ve always believed women have an equal right to education. And even though I’ve not found a 
job since graduating, I am certain that my time at university has helped me become a lot more 
self-confident and has enhanced my self-esteem.  I can feel these changes in how comfortable I 
am with my husband and with my children.   
 
‘I’d like to give very sincere thanks and appreciation to the Sheffield women who have spared no 
effort in helping Palestinian women in Gaza.  The Scholarship Fund is very important because it 
gives women the opportunity to have a positive influence in their communities and in society.   
 
‘I hope I can get a job so that together with my husband we can overcome the difficulties we 
suffer from in Gaza.  I hope I can work as a teacher to ensure that younger generations are 
educated and cultured.  By doing this I hope to develop and improve our country.’ 
 
 

The scholarships tell us we 
deserve to live a decent life  
 
Maisaa Salah Abu Khadra, from Bureij Camp in Gaza, 
always wanted to be a teacher.  One of the 
Scholarship Fund’s first students, she graduated in 
primary education at the Islamic University of Gaza 
in 2012 with a very good grade. 
 
‘I always studied hard at school and I graduated with 
88%.  However, I knew I wouldn’t be able to go to university because of my family’s difficult 
financial situation.  I do not remember my father.  He died seventeen years ago and my mother 
re-married and left me and my sister to live with our uncle who has seven children of his own.  
Three of my cousins were already at university, when I was ready to go, so I knew there wouldn’t 
be enough money for me as well. 
 
‘I was close to giving up on my dream of a university education, but then I heard about the 
Sheffield scholarships. I was lucky to get one, because it was my only hope of being able to 
continue my studies. 
 
‘I agree that women have a right to education so they can take up roles and responsibilities in 
society.  I haven’t been able to find a job since graduating, but I’ve learnt how to depend on 
myself, how to act in different situations and how – in a range of contexts - to reflect a positive 
view of myself. 
 
‘I really appreciate the efforts made by the women’s group in Sheffield to help and support 
Palestinian women. The scholarships show there’s justice in the world and they tell us that we 
deserve to live a decent life as in the rest of the world. Thank you from the depth of my heart.’ 
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International Women’s 
Day 2016 
Women of Palestine: living through trauma, 
building resilience and resistance 
 
The Scholarship Fund hosted an event on 
International Women’s Day, 8th March, to 
celebrate women of Palestine, their struggles, 
resilience and achievements.  The aim was to 
show there is no such thing as a “quiet” time 
in Palestine – the world takes notice when 
Israel bombs Gaza, but looks away as the day-

to-day oppression 
and siege continue. 
This message was 
powerfully conveyed through personal testimony from Gaza and the 
West Bank and through a short documentary complied by Sheffield 
film-maker Angela Martin. Despite Israel’s violation of their basic 
rights, Palestinians show resilience and find many constructive ways 
to resist – another key theme of the event. 
 
Six northern towns hosted an event on the same theme, involving 
different local speakers and materials. In Sheffield there was 
especially powerful testimony from Arwa Abu Haikal, who spoke 

about the settlers encroaching on her land in Tel Rumeida and the daily harassment her family 
and neighbours experience.  
 
Audiences watched an address by Dr Samah Jabr, an expert in psychological trauma caused by 
occupation, “Nation Estate” - Larissa Sansour’s dystopic 
vision of Palestine’s future if change does not occur, and a 
film given to us by The Freedom Theatre of Jenin. This film 
showed young women challenging the gender stereotypes of 
their community as well as pushing against the boundaries 
of occupation. Other speakers added to the impact of these 
Women’s Day events, including Kholoud Al Ajarma of Aida 
Camp, Bethlehem and Dr Mahasin Saleh of Bethlehem and 
Bradford University.   
 
A range of photographs, illustrating the theme, were shown and audiences heard a solidarity 
message from Maxine Peake.  Maxine is following the development of the play “Crow on the 
Cradle” by Juliana Mensah of York University Centre for Applied Human Rights.  The play, based 
on Palestinian women’s verbatim testimony, was written for the York Women’s Day event.   
 
Northern Women for Palestine’s aim was not only to celebrate women of Palestine but to 
engage the audience in supportive action.  So a leaflet has been produced, outlining ten 
different things, from relatively simple actions to more far-reaching ones, which we can all do to 
support women in Palestine. 

Mahasin Saleh, Arwa Abu Haikal, Reem Kelani, 
Zayneb Alshalalfeh and Kholoud Al Ajarma - all of 

whom contributed to the final Women's Day event

Arwa Abu Haikal and 
committee member 

Rabab at the Women's 
Day Event

Reem Kelani joined the grand 
finale in Bradflord, teaching 

us Palestinian songs 
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Saddleworth Palestine Women's Scholarship Fund 
 
Saddleworth PWSF (formed in 2012) aims to run two 
fundraising events each year – and this year we ran three.  

International Women's Day 

Our spring fundraiser was a celebration of International 
Women's Day.  We presented 'Women of Palestine: living 
through trauma, building resilience' - an event devised and 
developed by Northern Women for Palestine. Around 70 
people, including two MPs and two local women 
councillors, attended the event and there were 'turn ways' 
due to lack of space in the hall we'd hired.  

The opening film collage, which illustrated the everyday harassment and intimidation of 
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers and illegal settlers, was watched in stunned silence.  Samh Jabr's 
recorded address was thought provoking, particularly in the notion that Palestinians show 
resilience and resistance 'simply' by continuing to live in their homes and communities. Arwa 
Abu Haikal gave a deeply moving and uplifting account of life in Tel Rumeida, Hebron, speaking 
about the extreme difficulties of living in an area designated a closed military zone by Israel and 
also about the positive influence of the 'Play and Heal' scheme where she volunteers. There was 
a message of support from Maxine Peake followed by a screening of Larissa Sansour's short film 
'Nation Estate'. Then Arwa introduced the give-away product '10 Things we can do'. 

We received very positive feedback on the event, perhaps best summed up by this comment 
'thanks for a thought provoking, powerful and inspiring day today - plus lovely cakes!' 

Guided Walk 

Our second fundraising event was a guided walking tour of some of sites associated with 
Manchester's social and political history.  Steve, who is a long-time supporter of the SPWSF, 
donated his time and knowledge to give an extremely interesting, enjoyable and informative talk 
to the 60 people he led around Manchester (no easy feat in itself!).    
 
Saddleworth Sunday Social for Palestine 

For our autumn fundraiser we tried something a little bit different – a social event with music, 
stalls, a quiz and, of course, food. The entertainment was provided by London based group 'The 
Napiers' who gave their time for free.  Video recordings of women who had received backing 
from the Fund were played at the event, which was attended by around 65 people, including MP 
Debbie Abrahams, and we received very positive feedback.   

Finance 

This year we raised a grand total of £6,405 comprising: money from our fundraising events, 
standing orders, ad hoc donations (including funeral and retirement donations and a street 
collection) and the sale of jewellery (made and donated by the sister in law of a committee 
member). As of December 2016 we have 18 SOs totalling £207 per month.  

Saddleworth PWSF is organised by Catherine, Jacqui, Joy, Kathy, Michele, Sarah, Sue and (until 
earlier this year) Rachelle.  

Kathy Brooks (committee 
member), Debbie Abrahams MP, 

Arwa Abu Haikal and Angela 
Rayner MP at the International 

Women's Day event



supporting women in Palestine to access education  
 

 7

 

Bolton Socialist Club 
 
Bolton Socialist Club sent a total of £1,780 to Sheffield in 2016 (£777 was 
carried over from events held in 2015). 
 

We have raised money through a collection following the showing of the film ‘My name is 
Malala’, from sales of the Betty Tebbs video and in November 2016 the 
Club held a Palestine Weekend of events and activities including a 
sponsored walk. The remainder of the funds raised over the year came 
from individual donations and direct debits from our members.  
 
The Club very much supports and applauds the work done by Sheffield and 
we intend to continue raising money in the coming year.  We send our best 
wishes to you all and also to our friends and comrades in Saddleworth. 
 
 

Sheffield Palestine Education Network (PEN)  
 

Over the last year, PEN (based at Sheffield Hallam University) has continued to act as a satellite 
group for Sheffield Palestine Women's Scholarship Fund and to host events highlighting the 
plight of Palestinian students and academics under attack from Israeli government policies and 
military force. 
 
On 6th April 2016, our guest speaker Kirsty Wright gave a talk entitled 'Education under 
occupation: schools and universities in Palestine today'. Kirsty has supported humanitarian and 
recovery programmes with the liberation movements in Eritrea and Ethiopia and with refugees 
in the Sudan and has now lived and worked in Palestine for 26 years. Kirsty recently completed 
research on Israeli attacks on the Palestinian education, and she presented a detailed report of 
her research findings. Kirsty's talk was followed by a presentation by Sara Gowen on the work of 
Sheffield Palestine Women's Scholarship Fund. 
 
On 19th May, PEN hosted a screening of the documentary film The Lab, 
directed by Yotam Feldman, investigating Israel's status as one of the 
world's largest arms exporters which trades upon its use of military force 
against Palestinian people and infrastructure. The film was introduced by 
our guest speaker, Elaine Bradley from the Department of Sociology, 
Trinity College Dublin, who is researching the injuries that the Israeli 
military have inflicted on the Palestinians. After the screening, Elaine 
opened up a lively discussion of the film and its relevance for research 
projects and funding at UK universities.  
 
Both events were organised in collaboration with Sheffield Palestine Solidarity Campaign and 
Sheffield Hallam University Palestine Society and with the support of Sheffield Labour Friends of 
Palestine.  
 
For further information about the activities of Sheffield Palestine Education Network, please 
email Peter Jones: P.E.Jones@shu.ac.uk 

mailto:P.E.Jones@shu.ac.uk
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This year’s students 
 
Below you can see where each SPWSF student is studying, the course she is doing and 
what size of scholarship she received. The size of scholarship is decided by our partners 
in Gaza, who take into account the cost of the course, whether the student is nearing 
completion and any individual needs.  
 

 Name Address University Specialisation US $ 

1 
Hala Abu Elkheir 
Mohammed Alferjani 

Khanyounis Al-Aqsa 
Business 
Administration 

500 

2 
Ruba Hassan Abed 
Alyasen 

Rafah Islamic Uni. Medicine 1500 

3 
Amani Mohammed 
Adel Abdelhamed 

Nuseirat Al-Aqsa English 500 

4 
Lamiaa' Badr Abdo 
Alawadi 

Gaza Al-Azhar Law 600 

5 
Heba Khairy  
Abdelrahman Abu 
Harbed 

Beit-Hanoon Al-Azhar 
Counselling and 
Guidance 

600 

6 
Amal Ahmed Abdelhadi 
Almaqadma 

Beit-Hanoon Al-Azhar English Literature 600 

7 
Israa' Ali Abdelmajeed 
Abu Shawish 

Nuseirat Al-Azhar English 600 

8 
Asia Sabri Mohammed 
Musallam 

Maghazi Al-Azhar English 600 

9 
Dalia Tayser 
Mohammed Abu 
Shammala 

Khanyounis Al-Azhar Pharmacy 1000 

10 
Alaa' Hassan Ibrahim 
Weshah 

Bureij Al-Azhar 
Primary 
Education 

600 

11 
Rola Atyya Murjan Abu 
Zer 

Nuseirat Uni. Of Palestine 
Business 
Administration 

600 

12 
Khawla Marwan 
Mohammed Abu Khater 

Nuseirat Al-Aqsa Sociology 500 

13 
Duaa' Kamal Kamel 
Arafat 

Gaza Islamic Uni. English 600 

14 
Tasneem Wael 
Abdeljawad Aljamal 

Gaza Islamic Uni. Physiotherapy 1000 

15 
Reham Naser Hussein 
Shurrab 

Khanyounis Islamic Uni. Nursing 600 

16 
Alaa' Fouad Dawood 
Aljumasi 

Gaza Islamic Uni. Medicine 1500 

17 
Nisreen Naser Muhareb 
Matar 

Nuseirat Islamic Uni. Sharia and Law 600 

18 
Rola Azmi Abdelqader 
Alhamalawi 

Nuseirat Islamic Uni. Nursing 600 

19 
Ghadeer Khaled Salman 
Abu Khashan 

Khanyounis Al-Quds English 600 

20 
Nidaa' Khaled Awwad 
Abu Sweireh 

Zawaida Al-Quds 
Health 
Management  

600 
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21 
Rania Mohammed 
Abdelaleem Hasaneen 

Rafah Al-Aqsa 
Primary 
Education 

500 

22 
Hanaa Atef Hassan 
Salha 

Deir-Albalah Al-Aqsa 
Arabic and 
Religion 

500 

23 
Mai Mohammed 
Ahmed Abu Shawish 

Nuseirat Al-Quds 
Primary 
Education 

600 

24 
Amal Basheer Talab 
Alghrabli 

Gaza Uni. Of Palestine Dentistry  1000 

25 
Mai Jamal Saleh Abu 
Shaban 

Gaza Al-Quds 
Primary 
Education 

600 

26 
Besan Hasan Musaed 
Alarabeed 

Gaza Al-Azhar Dentistry 1000 

27 
Neveen Khaled 
Mohammed Abu 
Marshod 

Nuseirat Al-Azhar Accounting 600 

28 
Noor Atta Hamdi 
Habashi 

Gaza Islamic Uni. English 600 

29 
Ayat Ahmed 
Mohammed Ahmed 

Nuseirat Islamic Uni. Engineering 600 

30 
Aya Khaled Mohammed 
Alghalban 

Khanyounis Uni. Of Palestine Nursing 600 

31 
Haneen Hamed Deeb 
Alraie 

Gaza Islamic Uni. 
Medical 
Laboratory 

600 

32 
Karama Hassan 
Mohammed Aldaour 

Jabalia Uni. Of Palestine Pharmacy 1000 

33 
Sabreen Mohammed 
Ismael Albaz 

Nuseirat Al-Quds 
Health 
Management 

600 

New students     

34 
Areeg Mohammed 
Mady  Alshati camp  

Al-Azhar 
Accounting and 
English 

600 

35 
Sorook  Husam Henawy   Alshati camp 

Al-Azhar 
Information 
technology  

600 

36 
Lubna Abdelkhaleq Farr Khan younis   Al-Azhar 

Information 
Technology 

600 
 

37 
Iman Gassan Abu hatab  

 Khan younis 
camp Gaza uiversity 

Communications 
and languages 

600 

38 
Rasha Anwer Hassan 
Salha Jabalia camp 

Al-Azhar Medical Science 600 

39 
Dena Suhail Omar 
Altanani Jabalia camp 

Al-Azhar English education 600 

 

 
Students and SPWSF partners at the award ceremony in September.  
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Introducing Wafaa El Derawi 
 

We are very grateful to Wafaa El Derawi who took over from her 
sister, Safaa, this year to volunteer with our partner Mona El Farra 
and support the Scholarship Fund in Gaza.  Wafaa managed to track 
down some of our former students and conduct the great 
interviews that feature at the start of this 10th anniversary 
newsletter and she helps in many ways to keep the Scholarship 
Fund running smoothly.   
 
Wafaa told us: ‘For women in the Gaza Strip to get an education, 
under such difficult economic, cultural and psychosocial conditions, is a kind of struggle and I 
thank all of you who believe in the necessity and legitimacy of this struggle and who encourage 
us in many different ways.’ 
 
Wafaa graduated in pharmacy in 2012, then worked as pharmacist to save up and apply to do a 
master’s degree in clinical nutrition.  This year, having completed her master’s, Wafaa 
volunteered as a health educator with the Union of Health Work Committees in Gaza and is now 
the Middle East Children’s Alliance’s project assistant in Gaza.   

 
 

A BIG thank you   

   
 

  
In 2016 we sent an amazing £21,000 to Gaza! This covered full scholarships and half scholarships 
as well as a 5% admin fee to the Afaq Jadeeda Association in Gaza and bank charges. We thank 
everyone who has organised, helped with, or attended events and/or made donations of time, 
money or other forms of support to the Fund over this last year, including:  
 

 All those who have maintained or taken out a standing order. This regular income is the 
backbone of the Fund and is hugely valued. 

 Supporters in Bolton and Saddleworth, the 
Palestine Education Network and 
Rotherham Friends of Palestine.   

 Everyone who made a one-off donation.  

 Jonny Feldman for regularly donating 
proceeds from his pop-up bagel café.  

 Jawad Qasrawi for taking part in the Round Sheffield 20km Trail Run in June for the Fund.  

 Jo Tomalin for donating her 60th birthday gifts.   
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 Caroline Poland plus friends and SPWSF supporters 

for completing the final leg of the epic ‘End2End’ 
Right2Roam Walk for Palestine. This last, high level 
stretch was 209 miles – from north of Fort William 

to John of 
Groats – and 
it made the 
whole walk 
1315 miles in 
total!  

Congratulations, Caroline!   
Over forty people took part but Caroline was the 
only one to walk the whole way.     
The walk highlighted the fact that Palestinians, 

occupied by the army in the West Bank and imprisoned by the blockade in Gaza, cannot 
roam free.   
 
A ‘Right to Roam’ calendar was produced by Sheffield 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign to mark the completion 
of the UK walk and to celebrate the resistance of 
Palestinians who at key points of the ‘End2End’ walk 
organised their own ‘Right to Roam/Right to 
Movement walks. 
 

 
   Maggie Norman for holding a ‘stall over the wall’ in Upper 

Padley at weekends when the weather is fine and there are lots of 
walkers.   
 

 

 

 Sahar Awadallah 
for hosting a 
delicious fund 
raising meal in 
October 2016. 
 

 
 

 

 
SPWSF is now registered on Virgin Money Giving making it easier for individuals to raise 
sponsorship.  Go to http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/ and use the search facility to find 
the Sheffield Palestine Women’s Scholarship Fund.    

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/
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How the Fund works 

The Fund is managed in Sheffield by a small coalition of women working in partnership with the Sheffield 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, and in Gaza by a panel drawn from the Board of Directors of the Red 
Crescent Society and the Union of Health Work Committees, with administrative support from Afaq 
Jadeeda.  
 
Candidates for scholarships are nominated by their local community centre and are either ready to enter 
university or are in the first or second year of a course but unable to continue for financial reasons. There 
are strict selection criteria for the Scholarship Fund, which include having attained 65% or above in high 
school grades, socio-economic background, commitment to the community, and personal and family 
circumstances such as a recent home demolition, or war injuries.  
 
Our partners in Gaza keep in contact with the scholarship students and help them overcome problems in 
completing their courses, from bombings to not being able to afford transport, books, equipment etc. 
Our partners access other small amounts of funding to cover some of these additional costs. 
 
In Britain the Fund’s supporters make donations or monthly contributions through a standing order, 
and/or by organising or taking part in fundraising events. Any contribution is much appreciated. Standing 
orders are particularly welcome as they enable us to estimate our income more accurately and to plan.  

 

 
     Members of the Sheffield Scholarship Fund Organising Group  

 
 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
 
You can contact the Scholarship Fund on sheffieldpwsf@yahoo.co.uk or by writing to SPWSF, 124 
Cliffefield Road, Sheffield S8 9DN.   
 
If you wish to take out a standing order with your bank, our bank details are: 
Yorkshire Building Society, account name: Sheffield Palestine Women’s Scholarship Fund  

Sort code: 60 92 04 
Account number 98676538.  Please add reference: 07 plus your name. 
 

Please contact us if you do take out a standing order. In order for the Fund to claim back any tax you may 
have paid on your donation/standing order, can you please supply your name, address and postcode and 
indicate that you are a tax payer and wish the Fund to claim gift aid. Our charity number is 1133499.  
 
Thank you for your support. 

mailto:sheffieldpwsf@yahoo.co.uk

